S.B. NO. 37-27 PUBLIC LAW NO. 37-_8

THE THIRTY-SEVENTH LEGISLATURE OF AMERICAN SAMOA
Second Regular Session

Begun and held at Fagatogo Tutuila, Amerlcan Samoa
on Monday, the twelfth day of JuIy o

two thousand and twenty one * -

AN ACT INCREASING THE OFFICE EXPENSE FUND FOR THE LEGISLATORS

AND THE SALARIES OF THE GOVERWOR AND ’LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR;

AMENDING_SECTIONS 2.0104 AND 4. 0110 A S C. A -

‘Prezirﬁb’le: e

'WHEREAS, Article IV of the Revised Constituition-of: Arerican Samoa details the duties
and responsibilities .of the elected Governor and Lieutenant Governor as well
as our Senators and Representatlves These duties and responsﬁnhtres revolve
around improving the-quality of life of the crene:ral public of Amerrcan Sdmoa.

v The virus COVID-19 has pushed the health and ‘welfare of- our people 10 the

forefront; and - j A TR S
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WHEREAS, in addition to_the leaders’ standard, dutles and respon51b111t1es,cC0VID ~-19 has
exponentially increased. their workload All. of government must work.

- together to. ensure our territory is profected.. Oul; 1eaders are managm‘Jr the
Corona Virus Task Forces dealmgtoni a, dally basrs wrth various .federal

2 departments and agencies, dedlcatlng morersupporf “for the Medlcard Ofﬁce
the Department of Health and the LBJ Troprcal Medical Center. .Managing

~ our borders has also-become an, 1m1nensew51gn1hcant prlorlty .as -our feaders
must focus -their energies* and resources ,in' preventing:, COVID 19 from

~ reachmg our shores. Our leadei;s are essentlally on-call atall tlrnes of the day
and night; and
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WHEREAS, the senators and representatlves have an - addmonal chalLenge to, thelr duties
and respons1b111t1es as'the Eono building:is; under 1constructlon and they do not
have any offices, to conduct meetlngs They must, find spaces, in thelr homes
or- meet, ; at restaurants An order to. conduct busrness _This, arrangement
necessitates addltlonal -expenses.i for the senators and representatlves and

WHEREAS, the dutléq and responsibilities for all of our’ Ieaders for the Exeoutwe Branch

. and the Legislative Branch will continue fo, 1ncrease and be precedent as the
world moves forward with-all efforts to ﬁght the C@VID 19 pandemic; and
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WHEREAS, due to reasons stated above, it” 1sjﬁtt1ng to increase the salaries of the- Governor
and Lt. Governor and experise’ "funds for senators and representatlves o be
commensurate with their added respon51b111t1es - ol
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE'EEGIS%ATURE‘UF‘&MENCAN SAMOA: -

Section 1.  2.0104 is amended to read: _{k . '
“2.0104 Office expense fund for legislators. - ’ -
(a) There shali be’paid in equal- blweekly mstallments an annual expense
allowance of:
1) $30;000%845,000 per annum to each member of the Senate and House of
" Representatives; and -
(2) $46;000360.000 per annum to the Pres1dent of the Senate and Speaker of the =
- ‘House of Representatives. N
- (b). This allowance is for the purpose of defraymg expenses relatmg to or
= resulting from the discharge of their official duties. An accounting of the expendltures
“incurred by the member is not required. . U . .
. Unless the member so elects, the allowance provided in this section is not income
and the member is not required to repogt the amount of the allowance as income for
tax purposes. A member may not suhsequentlytclalm the allowarrce as non-income
once the election has been made to designate it as taxable income.”

»
LS

* o
-

Sec2. ; _Section 4;G110is amended toread: 1, . i - e AL 0 D0
“4,0110 Compensation and perqmsntes-Allowances for former- Goveruor and”
- surviving Spouses-“Former Governor” defined ‘ “ -

~

e (a) The Governor is entitled to an annual salary of $8§-9{l{}$12(!,000 and
other perquisites provnded by law mcludmg but not !hmlted to., the rent—free use of
7 Government House (the Governei’s official resndence 111 Fagatogo), the i‘ree use of -
vehicles; for-executive, ceremomal -duties; and . famlly use, and a reasonable food
beverage and entertalnment budget for the official residence speufied by fine 1tem in
the Governor’sjannual fiscal budget:=, . " g 4 p,L OB L e
(b) The Lleutenant Governor is ‘entitled ‘to am’ annual salary of -
$75;0005100,000 a year and other perqumtes as, provnded by law including rent-free
- government quarters, and free usé.of a vehlcle i'or executwe, ceremomal dutles and
family use. - ; . - - I e
(c) Each former Governor shall be entltled,, for the, remamder of his life, to
receive from the American; Samoa Goverpment»a monetary allowance at the rate per -
- annium of 60% of lus hlghest salary durmg {his. last»;yepr in ofﬁce, payable monthly by
the treasurer of Amerlcan Samoa; Governmept However,. sich -allowance .is not
payable for any period durmg Whlch such, former Governor liolds an _appointive or
elective office or position in or under-the Amerlcan Samoa Governntent or the Federal
Government to which is aﬁached a rate of pay, other than a nominal rate;.
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(d) The surviving spouse of each former Governor shall be entitled to receive
from the American Samoa Government a monetary allowance at the rate per annum
of 30% of the former Governor’s highest salary during his last year in office, payable
monthly by the Treasurer of the American Samoa Government. The monetary
allowance of such surviving spouse;

(1) commences on the day after the former Governor dies;

(2) terminates on the last day of the month before such widow;

(A) dies; or

(B) remarries; and

(3) is not payable for any period during which such widow holds an appointive
or elective office or position in or under the American Samoa Government or the
Federal Government to which is attached a rate of pay other than a nominal rate.

(¢) As used in this section, the term “former Governor” means a person:

(1) who, on or after January 1, 1978, shall have held the office of the Governor
of the Territory of American Samoa for a full term of at least 4 years;

(2) whose service in such office shall have terminated other than by removal
pursuant to A.S.C.A., 4.0109 of this chapter; and

(3) who does not then currently hold such office.

(f) Funds shall be made available from the Office of the Governor’s budget.”

Sec 3. Source of funding.

One million doilars from the surplus of FY 2019 and FY 20620 from unbudgeted,
unexpended and unobiigated revenues of the American Samoa Government shall be made
available 1o the Legislature to fund the salary increases in FY 2022. Funds shall be made
available from the budgets of the Legislature and the Office of the Governor to fund salaries
for succeeding fiscal years.

Sec 4. Effective date.
This bill shall be effective immediately upon passage by the Legislatuz‘c and approval

by the Governor.
0[! ALE

TUAOLO MANAJA FRUEAN ‘ SAVALI TAL
President of the Senate . Speaker, House of Representatives
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NOFOA’IGA TOLUSEFULU-FITU FONOFAITULAFONO AMERIKA SAMOA

Fono TeleLonalLua .

Nofoia ma usuia i Fagatogo, Tutuila, Amerika Samioa

Aso Gafua, aso sefululva o Tulai =~
Lua afe luasefulutasi 2
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O SE TULAFONO E SII AI TOTOGI O LE KOVANA MA LE LUTENA KOVANA;

SUIA AIMAGA 2.0104 MA LE 4.0110 TTAS. |, :
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Faatomuaga:
o le Vaega IV o le Faavae Toe Teuteu o Amerika Samoa o.100 -auiliili -ai

tiute ma matafaioi a le Kovana ma le Lutenia Kovana faapena foi ma
Senatoa ma Faipule o le Maota o Sui. O ia tiute ma matafaioi; e fa’aagaaga
lava i le siitia o le tulaga o le soifia'manbia o le'mamalu Tatele-o Amerika
Samea. O le vairusi o le KOVITI 19 ua faata’ 1mua:‘ ai nei soifuamalocloina
ma le soifualelei o tatou tagata; ma. -

[ _fa %y o Lita "5‘13“'9 A‘

ua 1€ gata 13 i fatuaiga masani a ta’ita’i, a va avea le-Koviti 19 ma mea ua

faaopoopo ai le isi avéga: mamafa Ua tatau i le malo atoa -ona” galulue

faatasi ina ia mautinoa le puipuia o lo tatou Teritori. ‘O 160 vaaia e 0 tatou
ta’ita’i-le Vaega Galue ‘o le:Vairusi o e Korong, - fésoota’i pea i-aso uma
ma vaega ma matagaluega_eseese 1a.le: Malo tele, lagolagoinia ‘malosi le
Ofisa o le Medicaid, o.le.Matagaluega o le Soifuamaloloina ma le Maota
Gasegase. O le-vaaia foi o tatou tua’oi ua avea ma-faamuamua tava tele ona
ua tuyina, atu ma mata’itu le vaaiga ina ia aua, lava nei 9o, mat lenei faama’i
i,0 tatou-laufanua. O, Ie _mega;moni, o 100 niofo sauni o, tatou ta'ita’ i,taimi
uma o le ao ma le po; ma
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o senatoa ma faipule-e 1 ai mahle 151 lu itau o joo feagal ma latou, ona o loo
fau pea le maota Fono, e leai.ni o latou ofisa e fam aia Iatou fonotaga Ma
¢ tatau lava ona fa’aavanoa se mea i0 latou maota ma aoa poo saili foi o ni
fale’aiga e faataunuu ala latou,plslmsl O lea la falga e alagatatau ai ona
faaopoopo o latou. alaun‘l_vf:ﬁfa_l, aliamea;ma = nw i .
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o le a faaopoopo pea itiute ma galuega a o tatou taita’i i le Faamalosi
Tulafono ma le Fonofajtulafono a-o agal atu pea le lalolagi i luma, i

taumatfaiga uma ¢ fofo aima taum ma Ie Kovm 119 ma
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TALUAL onaioimafuaaga ua ta’ua, ua alagatatau ailond'siilo totogi o le Kovana ma le
Lutena Kovana faapea foi ma tupe fa’aaoga mo Senatoa ma Faipule ina ia o
gatasi ma a latou fatuaiga tau§1..

+

IA FA’ATULAFONOINA E LE FONO FAITULAFONO A AMERIKA SAMOA:

Maga 1 2.0104 ua suia e faitauina faapea: |

“2,0104  Tupe mo Ofisa o Faipule. | -

(a) O le a vaevae tutusa ta’ilua vaiaso le alauni faaletausaga e faapenei:

(1) $30,0003%45.000 i le tanusaga mo. totmo taitoatasi uma o le Senate ma le
Maota o Sui; ma

(2) $40;000560.000 i le tausaga me le Peresetene o le Maota Maualuga ma
le Fofogafetalai ¢ le Maota o Sui. .

(¢) O le alauni e fa’aaoga i mea e manaomia mo le faatinoina o tiute
aloa’ia faafaipule. E le manaomia le lipotia mai e le faipule o le fa’aaogaina o ia
tupe.

Vagana ai o le filifiliga lava a le faipule, o le alauni lea o oo aiaia i lenei maga
e le o se tupemaua, ma e le manaomia foi Ia se lipotia o Ienei tupe i totonu.o 1€ lafoga.
E le mafai ona toe faapea ane mulimuli o le alauni lenei e le o se tupemapa pe afai na
uma ona filifili lava ia e ta’u le tupe lea-o se fupemana ¢ faalafogaina.”

3 1 H l

Maga 2. 4.0110 ua suia faltauma faapea:

“4.0110 : Totogi ma isi; mea e mafua ona ¢ le tofi-Alauni mo se tasi sa avea ma
Kovana ma faletua o soifua pea—Faamalamalamaina o le “avea
muamua ma Kovana.; |

(a) 0 le Kovana e agavaa i se totogi faaletansaga e $85;000%$120,000 ma isi
penefiti ua aiaia e le tulafono e aofia ae le faatapulaaina .ai le fa’aaogaina saoloto o
le Maotz o le; Malo“(o le maota qlqala faalemalo o le ‘It(pva.na,l Fagatoge); fa’aaoga
saoloto o taavale mo tiuté faamalosi tulafono, sauniga faapitoa, ma fa’aaogaina e

3

maota o le ma,lo ua faamaotl ile faasoaga 0 tupefa aalu ile paketl faaletausaga a le
Kovama. g | T A o S N

(e) 0O le Kovana Lutena e agavaal i se totogi faaletausaga ole $75—-009$100,000
i le tausaga ma isi peneﬁtl e pei ona ainia e le tulafono e aofia ai fale o le_malo e
fa’aaoga saoloto, ma, le fa’aaogaina saoloto 0 se taavale ,mo; tiute faalemalo ma
sauniga faapltpa, ma le aiga. | 4 l. P hpe
. (i) .O,e uma na umia le tofi;Kovana o le a agavaa, mo le, tanm o loo totoe ]
lona soifua, maua mai le Malo 0 Amerlka Samoa s€ alaum' tupe i le fua i tausaga
taitasi o le 60% o lona totogl auplto maualuga faaletausaga a0 i ai o ia i le tausaga
mulimuli o le tofi, e totogi atu i masma taltaSI ¢ le Teutupe o le Malo 0 Amerika
Samoa, Ae peital, o lea alauni o le ale maua i 500, s¢,vaitaimi e umia ai.e lea Kovana
se tofi filifilia;poo se tofi palotama i totopy, poo lalo, o le Malo G‘A‘menka Samqg
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poo le Malo Tele ma o lena tofi na tuuina i ai se totogi e sili atu na i lo se totogi
laititi.

(0) O le faletua o soifua pea o 1€ sa avea ma Kovana o le a agavaa ile 36% i le
tausaga o le totogi aupito maualuga faaletausaga o l& sa avea ma Kovana i lona
tausaga mulimuli i le tofi, e totogi atu i masina taitasi e le Teutupe o le Malo o
Amerika Samoa. O lenei alauni tupe mo lea faletua o soifua pea e:

(1) amata i le aso e sosoo ai ma le maliu o le sa avea ma Kovana;

(2) e faamuta i le aso mulimuli o le masina ae lei;

(A) maliu; pe

(E) toe faaipoipo; ma

(3) e le totogiina atu mo soo se vaitaimi e umia ai e lea faletua ua maliu lana
tane se tofi filifilia pe palotaina poo se tofi i totonu poo lalo o le malo 0 Amerika
Samoa poo le Malo Feterale ua aiaia i ai se totogi e ‘ese mai se totogi maulalo.

(u) E pei ona fa’aaogaina i lenei maga, o le upu “o I¢ sa avea ma Kovana” o
lona uiga o se tagata:

(1) o sé sa ia umia le tofi Kovana o le Teritori 0 Amerika Samoa ia Ianuari 1,
1978 mo se nofoaiga atoa e 4 tausaga;

(2) o lana tautua i lea tofi sa faamutaina, e ‘ese mai ai i le aveesea e tusa ai
ma le TTAS 4.0109 o lenei mataupu; ma

(3) o séele o toe umia i le taimi nei lea tofi.

(f) O tupe ¢ faatino ai lenei tulafonc o lea fa’aavanoaina mai le paketi a le
Ofisa o le Kovana.”

Maga 3. Puna’oa/Mea ¢ sau ai le tupe.

E tasi miliona tala o le tupe totonu o le Tausaga Tupe 2019 ma le 2020 mai tupe sa
lei faasoaina, tupe le’i fa’aaogaina, ma tupe sa le’i faailogaina a le Malo o Amerika
Samoa o le a fa’aavanoa i le Fonofaitulafono e faatupeina ai siitaga o totogi ua taua mo le
Tausaga Tupe 2022. E fa’aavanoa se tupe mai paketi o le Fonofaitulafono ma le Ofisa o
le Kovana e faatupe ai totogi mo tausaga tupe i luma.

Maga 4. Aso e taualoa ai.
O le a tauvaloa lenei Tulafono i le taimi lava e pasia ai ¢ le Fonofaitulafono ma
faamaonia e le Kovana.

Wl i @Z
TUAOLO MANAIA RUEAN %I TALAVOU ALE

Peresetene, Maota Maualuga Fofoga Fetalai, Maota o Sui

©Ockdoec 14 02
emanu S. P. Mauga '
Kovana
Amerika Samoa



